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act, namely, jffo? action, and reserve the possibility of
performing it, just as they reserve the later preparation
and performance of the attack by cold steel.

We thus find that infantry action, having been more
or less transformed under the influence of modern
arms, subdivides itself into :

(1)  Obviously  one  period  of marching,   as  far  as
about 800 yards in order to reach the fire position
(that is the distance which allows of a fire of a sure
efficiency, or the nearest position which may be reached
under cover), during which the force does little harm
to the enemy, but suffers a serious harm unless it evades
it by resorting to :

(a) Formation; a weak protection in the presence of
modern armament. The less vulnerable formations are
still much too risky to make marching possible.

(6) Firing very little; such fire, in spite of its slight
effieacity, to be capable of maintaining a certain con-
fusion among the enemy, of partly paralysing his
means of action.

(c) Ground, and such sheltered approaches as the
ground may contain. There lies the only really effi-
cient means of advancing in spite of the enemy's fire,
for the enemy then ceases to see. From that method
may be deduced the formation or formations to be
adopted. Such a formation must enable the men to
utilise well-reconnoitred approaches; moreover, in view
of undertaking the fire action at an early stage, such a
formation must avoid scattering the troops, disorganising
them, allowing them to use up their cartridges; it must
transform them into a well-commanded and well-supplied
firing machine.

(2)  A second period of fire-action : the object being
to secure superiority as soon as it can be effectively
secured and kept, that is, from about 800 to 600 yards.
Such an achievement requires new faculties on the
part of the rank and file and of the commander.

Rank and File; must be capable of undertaking,
keeping up for ten, fifteen, twenty, thirty minutes and
sometimes more an efficient, increasingly violent, con-
stantly mastered and directed fire,

The Commander: must be aware of the results
aimed at, of the technical means of attaining them
(nature of fire, number of cartridges, etc.), also of the